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Brooks Koepka commits to WGC-FedEx St. Jude 
Invitational, August 2-8 ... from sports page 1

Get Tickets for WGC-FedEx St. Jude Invitational to support St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital, August 2-8. Visit WGCFedEx.com.

Email sports news to MST sports@prodigy.net

African American Golfers Digest lauds 
Tony Smith ... from sports page 1
It’s not something that you an 
easily master, and it so hard to 
learn if you are not exposed as a 
child.” Today, Smith plays at a 
+4 handicap and says that almost 
all of his buddies play golf now. 
 Smith was thrilled to have all of 

strokes and became the third 
player in the last 34 years to 
come from five or more shots 
back in the final round to win the 
event. So far this season the Flor-
ida native has garnered seven 
top-10 finishes in 15 starts, in-
cluding T2 at the WGC-Workday 
Championship, T2 at the PGA 
Championship and top-5 finishes 
in his last two starts (T4/U.S. 
Open, T5/Travelers Champion-
ship).   
  The 2019 WGC-FedEx St. Jude 
Invitational winner will make his 
eighth consecutive start at TPC 
Southwind where he holds four 
top-3 finishes (T3/2015 FedEx 
St. Jude Classic, T2/2016 FedEx 
St. Jude Classic, 1/2019 WGC-
FedEx St. Jude Invitational, 
T2/2020 FedEx St. Jude Invita-
tional). 
 Louisiana native Burns qualified 
for the WGC-FedEx St. Jude In-
vitational with his three-stroke 
victory over Keegan Bradley at 
the Valspar Championship in 
May for his first career PGA 
TOUR title. The 24-year-old be-
came the second-youngest 
winner of the Valspar Champion-
ship and the fifth player to pick 

up his first TOUR title at the 
event. On the PGA TOUR this 
season, Burns owns six top-10 
finishes, including a runner-up 
finish at AT&T Byron Nelson and 
a third-place finish at The Gen-
esis Invitational. Burns is set to 
make his first career World Golf 
Championships appearance and 
second start at TPC Southwind 
after earning a sponsor’s exemp-
tion as an 18-year-old in 2015. 
  Homa secured his third consec-
utive trip to the WGC-FedEx St. 
Jude Invitational after defeating 
Tony Finau on the second playoff 
hole to win The Genesis Invita-
tional for his second career 
TOUR title. The California 
native, who is currently No. 26 in 
the FedExCup standings, holds 
five top-10 finishes this season 
including T6 finishes at the Val-
spar Championship and the Me-
morial Tournament presented by 
Workday. The 2021 WGC-FedEx 
St. Jude Invitational will mark the 
30-year-old’s third consecutive 
start at the event. 
  
Cink will compete in his first 
World Golf Championships event 
since 2011 following his victory 

at the 2020 Fortinet Champion-
ship in September for his seventh 
career TOUR victory and his 
100th career top-10 on TOUR. 
The win marked 4,074 days 
since Cink’s last TOUR win at 
The Open Championship in 
2009. Just seven months later, 
Cink picked up his second win 
of the season at the RBC Her-
itage to become the fourth player 
(fifth instance) age 47 or older to 
win multiple times in a season on 
TOUR since 1960, joining Sam 
Snead, Julius Boros and Kenny 
Perry. This will be Cink’s 11th 
career start at TPC Southwind, 
with his best result a T4 in 2018. 
  

Tournament Information 
The 2021 WGC-FedEx St. Jude 
Invitational marks Memphis’ 
third year hosting a World Golf 
Championships event, which an-
nually attracts 40-50 of the top 
50 players in OWGR to Mem-
phis for one of the strongest 
fields of the year. 
  Daily grounds tickets, starting 
at $30, as well as upgraded ticket 
options for the 2021 event are 
now on sale when the world’s 
best return to TPC Southwind, 

August 2-8. Courtesy of the Ten-
nessee Department of Tourist De-
velopment, children ages 15 and 
under are admitted free with a 
ticketed adult (applies to grounds 
access only). Spectators can visit 
www.WGCFedEx.com for more 
ticket information or to purchase 
tickets. 
  
While on site at TPC Southwind, 
fans should stop by The Pit lo-
cated near the eighth green, 
which features barbecue staples 
Central BBQ, The Commissary, 
HOG WILD and The Rendez-
vous, or relax, refresh, and enjoy 
an idyllic backyard setting at the 
TruGreen Backyard featuring 
comfortable outdoor seating 
areas, food and drink for pur-
chase, lawn games, children play-
scapes and much more. 
  Fans are encouraged to follow 
the WGC-FedEx St. Jude Invita-
tional on Facebook, Twitter, or 
Instagram for the latest tourna-
ment news and updates. Spec-
tators can review the PGA 
TOUR’s Health and Safety plan 
for ticketed spectators by visiting 
PGATOUR.com/knowbefore-
yougo.  

Tigers women soccer 
schedule ... from sports page 2
play begins on Sept. 16 against 
Temple, with the Tigers sched-
uled to play eight league 
contests. The AAC Tournament 
remains to be determined, and all 
dates, opponents and locations 
are subject to change. 
 For the most up-to-date sched-
ule, visit www.GoTigersGo.com. 
 2021 Memphis Tigers Women’s 
Soccer Schedule 
Aug. 5 – at UT Martin^ 
Aug. 10 – at Auburn^ 
Aug. 13 – Vanderbilt^ 
Aug. 19 – Southeast Missouri 
State 
Aug. 22 – Ole Miss 
Aug. 26 – UAPB 
Aug. 29 – Indiana 
Sept. 2 – Kansas 
Sept. 5 – Alabama 
Sept. 9 – at Iowa State 

Sept. 12 – at Drake 
Sept. 16 – Temple* 
Sept. 23 – at UCF* 
Oct. 7 – at Tulsa* 
Oct. 10 – Cincinnati* 
Oct. 17 – USF* 
Oct. 21 – at Houston* 
Oct. 24 – at East Carolina* 
Oct. 28 – SMU* 
  
(^) preseason game 
(*) American Athletic Confer-
ence game 
  
How to follow the Tigers: For 
complete information on Mem-
phis Tigers Women’s Soccer, 
visit www.GoTigersGo.com and 
follow the team's social media 
channels on Twitter, Instagram 
and Facebook. 

 -National Fan Voting now on 
Twitter and Jebbit with #JRNBA-
COYMEM-- 
 
-- Now through  Sunday, July 18 
Fans’ Votes will Count Twice on 
Twitter-- 
 
 MEMPHIS, TN— Memphis 
Grizzlies Youth Basketball 
Coach of the Year Mariah Chan-
dler has been named one of eight 
semifinalists for the 2021 Na-
tional Jr. NBA Coach of the Year 
Award. The award seeks to rec-
ognize an individual who is mak-
ing a positive impact on youth by 
demonstrating outstanding inte-
grity, character and leadership. 
This marks the third time in the 
award’s five-year history that a 
Memphis Grizzlies affiliate 
coach has reached the semifinal 
round or better. 
 Chandler was selected as a semi-
finalist from team representatives 
of participating NBA, WNBA, 

cleared buildings, battled Sad-
dam’s Army and Al Qaeda. 
When Bartel returned home, he 
struggled with survivors’ guilt, 
but he still felt the call to serve 
and to protect the freedom he 
wanted for his young family. 
Bartel decided to join the Army 
and deployed to Iraq as part of 
the surge. He was a dismounted 
team leader in the 3rd ID of the 
Bradley unit. They lost fellow 
soldiers and friends daily. They 
were outside the wire almost 
every day and IEDs were always 
a threat. It had only been a few 
months when his life changed. 
Bartel and his Bradley unit were 
heading out for another mission. 
He was inside the Bradley in 
110-degree heat where the team 
often took off their helmet or 
loosened their protective vest as 
the heat was overwhelming. That 
day, he felt God tell him “Put on 
your gear…NOW.” He immedi-
ately told his team to gear up and 
within seconds of securing the 
gear in place, the Bradley hit an 
anti-tank mine and Bartel was 
thrown against the back door and 
blacked out instantly. He awoke 
to learn he had lost his leg and 
that he would have died had he 
not had his helmet secured on his 
head. 
SSG Daniel Barnes, USA (Ret) – 
The Barnes family attended the 
event Thursday thinking they 
were supporting other wounded 
warriors and had no idea they 
would receive the news that Mor-
ris would pay their outstanding 
mortgage on their new home in 
full. 
Barnes joined the U.S. Army in 
October 1995 and attended basic 
training at Fort Leonard Wood, 
Missouri. His first duty station 
was the 8th Engineer Battalion in 
Fort Hood, Texas. He served in 
Kuwait and Korea before return-
ing to Fort Hood and marrying 
his wife, Gretchen. 
In 2003, he deployed to Iraq for 
a year tour of duty with the 5th 
Engineer Battalion. In November 
2005, Barnes deployed again to 
Iraq with 5th Engineer Batalion. 
On September 4, 2006, while on 
a night route-clearance mission, 
Barnes’ RG-31 mine protected 
vehicle was struck with a Rocket 
Propelled Grenade (RPG). 
Barnes was the tank commander 
traveling in the passenger seat 
when he lost both legs. His sol-
diers in the convoy applied tor-
niquets to both legs which saved 
his life. Within an hour, MEDI-
VAC arrived, and he was flown 
by Blackhawk to the 10th Com-
bat Support Hospital in Baghdad, 
transferred to Balad Hospital and 
then to Landstuhl. Once he was 
stable and both legs were ampu-
tated, he was hospitalized at 
Brooke Army Medical Center in 
the Intensive Care Unit for two 
weeks. He completed his service 
at Brooke Army Medical Center 
Wounded Warrior Battalion in 
December 2007 and medically 
retired from the Army on January 
27, 2008. 
 Barnes served in the Army over 
12 years, and his military awards 
include: two Bronze Stars, a Pur-
ple Heart, five Army Commen-
dation Medals, five Army 
Achievement Medals, Joint Mer-
itorious Unit Award, four Army 
Good Conduct Awards, National 
Defense Service Medal, Global 
War on Terrorism Service Medal, 
Korean Defense Service Medal, 
and the Iraq Campaign Medal. 
He and his wife have four boys. 
They have been married for 22 
years and have made their home 
in Waynesville, Missouri for 14 
years. 
 
Helping a Hero 
“Helping a Hero exists to serve 

our wounded warriors,” echoed 
Meredith Iler, chairman emeritus 
of Helping a Hero and the 
founder of its home program. 
“When patriots like Johnny step 
up and commit to change over 
100 wounded warriors’ lives, it is 
inspiring. Leadership and gener-
osity like this reminds us that pa-
triotism is alive and well. The 
legacy of support for our military 
from his late father, John A. Mor-
ris who was a World War II vet-
eran, is also a lesson that we need 
to share with the next genera-
tion.” Helping a Hero is a non-
profit organization that provides 
support for military personnel se-
verely injured in the Global War 
on Terror. Helping a Hero’s pri-
mary mission is to provide spe-
cially adapted homes for 
qualifying service members 
through partnerships made with 
the builders, developers, com-
munities and the veteran. It 
strives to engage the community 
in providing services and re-
sources for our wounded heroes 
and their families. 
Commitment to Veterans 
Bass Pro Shops has a strong af-
finity for the armed forces and 
their families, a value that starts 
with our visionary founder 
Johnny Morris. His lifelong re-
spect and gratitude to servicemen 
and women was strongly shaped 
by his father, John A. Morris, a 
decorated World War II veteran 
who proudly served his country 
in the Battle of the Bulge. 
Thursday’s announcement is the 
latest in several ways Johnny and 
Bass Pro Shops supports our mil-
itary and veterans. In 2011, Mor-
ris was awarded the prestigious 
Order of Saint Maurice by the 
National Infantry Association in 
support of his outstanding con-
tributions to the Army Infantry. 
Other key initiatives include: 
•Donating $1.5 million to estab-
lish a series of memorials honor-
ing heroes at the College of the 
Ozarks campus in nearby Hol-
lister, Missouri, including a Viet-
nam War Memorial, Gold Star 
Families Memorial and Korean 
War Memorial. 
•Recruiting veterans to join Bass 
Pro Shops, with nearly 10 per-
cent of team members comprised 
of veterans. 
•Hosting events that help recov-
ering veterans connect with na-
ture, including Fishing Dreams, 
special fishing tournaments for 
disabled veterans that take place 
on Table Rock Lake. 
 
•Raising awareness for veterans’ 
issues by hosting Portraits of 
Courage: A Commander in 
Chief’s Tribute to America’s 
Warriors at the Johnny Morris 
Wonders of Wildlife National 
Museum and Aquarium in 
Springfield, Missouri. The pow-
erful exhibition, on loan from the 
George W Bush Institute in 2018, 
highlights America’s military 
veterans and directs attention to 
organizations supporting them 
every day. 
 
•Offering an everyday “Legen-
dary Salute” military discount in 
all Bass Pro Shops and Cabela’s 
stores, with more than a million 
discounted transactions in the 
past year alone. 
 
•Donating generously to AmVets, 
USO and other not-for-profit vet-
erans’ support organizations that 
provide direct assistance to ac-
tive military, veterans and their 
families. 
 
•Showcasing veterans’ causes at 
NASCAR races by donating 
space on several race cars during 
nationally televised races with 
millions of viewers. 

Smith was sponsored by Agri-
globe, the leading agricultural 
asset management firm in Cali-
fornia. It was Smith’s caddy, 
Slater Christensen’s father (Phil 
Christensen), the owner, who 
took care of making sure Smith 

Memphis Grizzlies Youth Basketball Coach of the Year 
Mariah Chandler named one of eight semifinalists 
for National Junior NBA Coach of the Year Award

and G League franchises. Other 
teams whose representatives 
were selected to reach the semi-
final round include the Brooklyn 
Nets, Chicago Bulls, Las Vegas 
Aces, Los Angeles Clippers, Los 
Angeles Lakers, New York 
Knicks and Sioux Falls Skyforce. 
 The top three finalists are deter-
mined based on a fan vote and an 
executive panel comprised of 
various individuals from the Jr. 
NBA Leadership Council, NBA 
league office and Positive Coach-
ing Alliance. The current eight 
semifinalists will be narrowed 
down to three finalists. Winners 
will be determined by social 

media fan voting (25 percent), 
Zoom interview (25 percent) and 
executive voting panel (50 per-
cent). 
 Fans can vote for Chandler on 
Twitter with #JRNBACOYMEM 
beginning today through Sunday, 
July 18. Retweets count as votes, 
and fans can vote an unlimited 
number of times per day. Any 
vote sent via Twitter on Monday, 
July 12 and Sunday, July 18, will 
count twice. Fans can also click 
here to vote via Jebbit and learn 
more about each semifinalist. 
 
 ABOUT MARIAH CHAN-
DLER 
Following a stellar high school 
career in which she earned mul-
tiple all-state honors and various 
national rankings, Chandler won 
an NCAA championship as a 
member of the Baylor University 
Lady Bears in 2012. Chandler 
teamed up with WNBA superstar 
Brittney Griner to form one of 

the county’s best frontcourt tan-
dems. After college, she interned 
and coached collegiately, and 
also coached AAU and other 
youth basketball programs. Also 
known as “Coach Mo,” Chandler 
has volunteered with basketball-
based mission work in countries 
such as Brazil, Kenya and Zim-
babwe. Currently, Chandler 
serves as a Basketball Operations 
Assistant for the Memphis 
Grizzlies. Beyond her official job 
duties, she also volunteers with 
Grizzlies Youth Basketball, serv-
ing as a lead clinician for “Her 
Time To Play” events and con-
tributing to the team’s virtual 
content efforts throughout the 
pandemic. 
 To learn more about the Coach 
of the Year initiative and about 
Grizzlies Youth Basketball pre-
sented by Nike, visit www.Mem-
GrizzYouth.com or follow 
@MemGrizzYouth on Twitter, 
Instagram, and Facebook. 

Grizzlies announce 2021 Salt 
Lake City Summer League 
schedule ... from sports page 1
both games that day. Each day 
will feature a giveaway item for 
the first 500 fans in attendance. 
Tickets can be purchased online 
at www.utahjazz.com or through 
the Utah Jazz mobile app.  
 Radio/TV broadcast details and 
team rosters will be announced at 
a later date. The NBA Draft will 
be held on July 29.  
 
  After a hiatus last summer due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
2021 Salt Lake City Summer 
League is in its sixth year since 
the revival of summer basketball. 
Three-day attendance for the 
2019 summer league at Vivint 
Arena was 29,469. The highest 

attendance was 33,884 in 2018. 
  The Salt Lake City Summer 
League showcases rookies se-
lected in the 2021 NBA Draft 
competing in their first NBA 
games, sophomores, select free 
agents and athletes competing to 
make NBA and G League regular 
season rosters. 
    
The Grizzlies also will play in 
the MGM Resorts NBA Summer 
League 2021 on Aug. 8-17 at the 
Thomas & Mack Center and 
COX Pavilion on the campus of 
the University of Nevada, Las 
Vegas. All 30 NBA teams will 
play five games apiece during the 
10-day, 75-game event.  

 

Johnny Morris and Help a Hero 
build adapted homes for veterans 
from sports  page 2

had all he needed. 

For more news in the  
African American Golfers  

Digest, visit  
africanamericangolfers  

digest.com

 
 Watch for The Mid-South 

Tribune’s 27th Annual 
Black History Edition.  
Coming February 2022 
To advertise, email to 

MSTbusiness@prodigy.net


